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(hence their name Capucines), they are shod with
sandals, and have a girdle of heavy cord (hence their
name Cordeliers). They live on alms.

Saint Dominic (born in 1170) was also an ascetic;
he drank no wine, wore the hair-cloth witli a chain
of iron, and died lying in a bed of ashes. But first
of all he was a preacher. For ten years he preached
in the country of the Albigenses in order to convert
the heretics. There he saw how eager the people were
to have the word of God, and how scandalized they
were at the luxury displayed by the clergy. He made
a point of going about on foot, and in very simple
garments; he wanted to give missionaries to the peo-
ple. He founded the order of preaching friars, des-
tined to carry everywhere the word of God for the
salvation of the souls of men, and he imposed upon
the order the vow of poverty.

So the Franciscans were mendicants, and became
preachers; the Dominicans were preachers and became
mendicants. The two orders greatly resembled each
other.1 Both were organized in the same way, with
a general, who was directly obedient to the pope; but
the Dominicans addressed themselves rather to the
lords, while the Franciscans turned to the common
people. Both spread with unheard of rapidity. About
1277 there were 417 convents of Dominicans; in 1260
there were 1808 convents of Franciscans, each con-
vent had at least twelve members. As they relied on

1 Saint Dominic proposed to unite them, Saint Francis re-
fused, "so that each might serve as model and goad to the
other." The two orders, at first competitors and allies, finally >
in the fifteenth century, detested and fought each other.